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Overview 
1. Read the summer reading book and complete the required journal entries assigned below. 

2. Purchase a bound “composition” notebook to hold your journal writing. On the cover, write 

your name and course title, along with your journal’s title (be creative here). You should 

write all entries by hand. Most office-supply stores sell composition books for $1.00 or less; 

you will use a journal both semesters in this class. 

TIP:  Check out Amazon.com or Half.com for great buys on used (and sometimes new) books.  

Also, Bestbookbuys.com searches for the best buys online. We have also forwarded this book title 

to Barnes & Noble Booksellers at The Forum (Phone: 770-209-4244). ƽ 

The Assignment 

 

V Read The Guide: A Novel (Paperback) by R. K. Narayan (ISBN# 0143039644) 

V In your bound “composition” notebook, complete a dialectical journal in which you 

discuss Narayan’s language and style.  

V For EACH individual chapter in the novel, write detailed responses to at least five 

questions from the attached “Questions for the Analysis of Prose Passages” guide. 

V Be sure you do not answer the same five questions for each chapter.  Vary your choices! 

V In each chapter response, incorporate text references/concrete details (CD) that support 

your commentary (CM) in response to each question.  Always accompany CD with page 

numbers. 

V Note well:  You must create a separate journal entry for EACH individual chapter! 

Dialectic: “The art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question 

and answer.”  

Dialectical Journal: A written conversation with yourself about a piece of literature. 
 

 

How Your Dialectical Journal will be Assessed 
A = Detailed, meaningful passages, plot and quote selections; thoughtful interpretation and commentary about the 

text; includes comments about literary elements (like theme, diction, imagery, syntax, symbolism, etc.) and how 

these elements contribute to the meaning of the text; raises many thought-provoking, insightful observations; 

coverage of text is complete and thorough; journal is neat, organized and readable; student has followed ALL 
directions in the creation/organization of the journal. 
 

B = Less detailed, but good selections; some intelligent commentary about the text; includes some comments about 

literary elements (like theme, diction, imagery, syntax, symbolism, etc.) but less than how these elements contribute 

to the meaning of the text; raises some thought-provoking, insightful observations; coverage of text is complete and 

thorough; journal is neat, organized and readable; student has followed ALL directions in the creation/organization 

of the journal. 
 

C = A few good details about the text; most of the commentary is vague, unsupported or plot summary/paraphrase; 

some listing of literary elements, but perhaps inadequate discussion; raises few or obvious observations; addresses 

most of the reading assignment, but not very thoroughly; journal is relatively neat; student has perhaps not followed 

all directions in organizing and/or formatting the journal. 
 

D = Hardly any good details from the text; all notes are plot summary or paraphrase; few literary elements, virtually 

no discussion on meaning; no good observations; limited coverage of text/too short; did not follow directions; 

difficult to read/follow. 
 

F = No dialectical journal completed on day checked or collected.  
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How to Analyze the Authorôs Language and Style 

Just as each of us has a particular, unique way of presenting ourselves, writers have 

unique ways of presenting themselves. Our personalities shine through the way we talk, the 

words we choose, the gestures we use, the clothes we wear. A writer has only language to 

express his/her personality. The qualities below are the basic elements of a writer's style.  
 

Questions for the Analysis of Prose Passages  
 

1. What is the narratorôs attitude  toward the 
scene or event he/she is describing?  How do 
you know?  What reason can be seen for the 
narratorôs response or attitude? 

 
2. Is there any bitterness, sarcasm, or irony?  How 

do you know?  What seems to be responsible 
for this tone? 

 
3.  If the setting  is emphasized, what contributes 

to the mood of the setting? 
 
4. If there are characters described in the 

selection, what is their relationship to each 
other? 

 
5.  Is there a significant relationship  between 

the setting and characters?  If so, what is it 
and how is it revealed? 

 
6. Examine the diction.  Are there any word 

choices made that particularly enhance the 
mood or reveal the narratorôs attitude? 

 
7. Examine the verbs  used in the passage.  Are 

they static or dynamic?  Is the passage in t he 
present, past, or future tense?  Is that 
important?  Why?  

 
8. Examine the syntax.  Does it contribute to the 

total effect?  How?  Are there any obvious 
repetitions of syntax?  Are there obvious 
contrasts? 

 
9.  Examine the use of descriptive  words  or 

phrases .  Are they elaborate, complex, or 
simple?  How do they contribute to the total 
effect of the passage? 

 

10. Are there figures of speech used?  Similes?  
Metaphors?  Personification?  Allusions?  
Others?  Their significance?  What is their 
relationship to the tota l passage? 
 

11. Are there any sensory  impressions  
evoked?  If so, how? 
 

12. Is there any element of contrast or 
comparison used?  What is the purpose and 
its effect? 
 

13. Is the repetition  of words, phrases, or 
images used? What is the purpose and its 
effect? 
 

14. If the passage is titled, what is the 
significance of its reflection on the passage as 
a whole? 
 

15. How is the passage organized ?  Are there 
repeated structural elements?  How are the 
paragraphs related to each other?  To the 
work as a whole? 
 

16. What is the theme of the passage?  How do 
any of the other elements in the passage 
complement the theme or help reveal it? 
 

17. How would you characterize the writerôs 
style ?  How does the style complement the 
content of the passage? 
 

18. What is the authorôs purpose?  Does he/she 
achieve this purpose?  What three or four 
elements most significantly contribute to the 
success or failure of the passage? 

 

  Remember :   No element should be considered in isolation; the importance of any element is 
how it works with the authorôs purpose. 

 
  Rem ember :   When writing about a prose passage, be very specific with references to the 

passage to support your commentary (CM) . 


